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SHORT TERM MISSIONS FOR TEENS

Service can take many forms, we all agree.  However, Anchor’s principal has a particular interest in cross-cultural world missions for at least
two reasons.  It began in 1983 when Mr. Hunt’s older son agreed to participate in a summer mission to a primitive tribal group in Bolivia.
Before departing, Matt’s comment to his parents was, "Just because I’m doing this, don’t get the idea that I plan to be a missionary!"  At
summer’s end his negative feelings had taken a 180 degree turn-around, replaced with the enquiry, "What does a person need to do to
become a missionary?"  Immersion in the third-world for that brief missions thrust has impacted Matt’s (and his parents!) entire outlook
on life ever since!

However, there is an even more compelling reason.  Based on the enormous impact on Matt’s attitude toward serving his Saviour, the staff
at the small Christian school where Howard Hunt was principal banded together to establish Student Missions International, a platform to
encourage students to include a short term mission in their adolescent experiences. While researching the subject of missions, Howard
stumbled on a hidden reality about Jesus’ Great Commission: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature"
(Mark16:15).  And yes, this original commission is also recorded in Matthew 28:19 and Acts 1:8, right?  No, wrong!

As he studied these three passages, Howard discovered that each utterance was delivered in a different location - Matthew’s while Jesus
was in Galilee; Mark’s in Jerusalem; Luke, author of the book of Acts, when Jesus was on the Mount of Olives.  In other words, Jesus issued
this instruction on three distinct occasions as His final message before ascending to heaven.  

How does all this impact Anchor Academy today?  Whatever else we may expect in the way of education and college/career preparation as
an outcome for our Anchor students, it is essential that we first and foremost acknowledge Jesus’ claim on every Christian young person.
Jesus’ call beckons every believer, whether in the first century or the twenty-first.  The biggest difference is that in the first, the Apostle Paul
at least implied that the whole world had heard the gospel (Col. 1:6), where at the present time we’re being told there are over 3000
unreached tribes/languages/people groups who have never heard of Jesus!

So, how can the Academy become a catalyst to this end?  For starters, we have set up a Student Missions International bank account that
will provide funds to assist motivated teens to participate in cross-cultural missions.

Using the BC Ministry of Education’s Passport to Education funding program as a model, we are determined to make it possible for our
enrolled students to "earn" funds toward specified costs of approved short term mission (stm) experiences as they continue their education
with Anchor Academy. 

Short Term Missions fall into two categories at Anchor Academy:

1. For many years Anchor teens have connected with different organizations that host stms in different parts of the globe - and it has
been a privilege for the Academy to provide funds to assist these committed young people with a portion of their costs. For this
first category of stms, students are invited to request funds from their STM Credit account (see page B-7) up to the amount in their
account (max.$750) or 50% of the anticipated cost of the mission, whichever is less. The balance must be earned or raised by the
participating student.

2. The second category includes those missions supervised directly by Anchor staff. An example is "Guatemala Fusion 2007", with
details provided on page G-5. Funding for these missions is more generous and is also explained on page B-7.

STMs have become an integral part of Anchor Academy, and are a direct expression of why we exist. We pray that many of our young people
will seize the opportunity to serve their Lord through short term missions!

CHARITABLE DONATIONS

Each enrolled family is asked to contribute annually toward Anchor Academy’s scholarship fund. This may be a cash donation or parents
of DL students are invited, in exchange for a tax deductible receipt, to donate some or all of the unneeded portion of their $1000 CCA toward
the scholarship fund. Every gift is appreciated and will be used entirely to assist a deserving student to either experience a life-changing short
term mission or to attend an approved post-secondary institution to further God’s purposes in his or her life. THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SUPPORT. 

Anchor Academy Society is a federally registered charitable organization. Donations of $10 or more made to the Society will be
acknowledged with a tax-deductible receipt.
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